1783]                    THE COALITION
whole month, nothing bent the King's purpose. It that he was seeking to sow discord among his oppon this he failed. Finally the Coalition succeeded in im nominee, the Duke of Portland, on the King; but, £ insisted that his " friend," Lord Thurlow, should conti Lord Chancellor, the duke and his backers broke off th< tions (i8th to 20th March). At once the King sent f the following curt note—the first in his long corres with him.2
Queen's House, March Mr. Pitt, I desire you will come here immediately.
Once more, then, the King made his offer to the you man. For five days he sought to bend that stubborn w the needs of the public service and his own resolve admit the Duke of Portland and North after their tre him. But on 25th March Pitt politely, but most firmly on the same grounds as before. The King thereupon himself much hurt at his refusal to stand forth aga most daring and unprincipled faction that the anna kingdom ever produced."3 Once more he talked of r Hanover and leaving to the Coalition the task of i Great Britain. But on mentioning this scheme to headed counsellor, Lord Thurlow, he is said to have the illuminating advice that the journey to Hanover enough; but the example of James IFs travels abroad \ the conclusion that the return journey was more diffic story is ben trovato; but we may doubt whether even '
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